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VBRSP Site Characterization Application 
 

Application Instructions 
 
Carefully review the VBRSP Site Characterization Guidelines and the application requirements 
before completing and submitting an application. 
 
Applications will be accepted beginning July 1, 2016 and ending at the close of business 
September 1, 2016.  Only timely-filed, complete applications will be considered. 
 
Use the Provided Format: Applicants must use the format provided and respond using a font 
size of no less than 12. 
 
Use the Space Provided:  All questions should be answered within the space provided.  The 
following List of Attachments* are required, as applicable, and must be placed at the end of the 
application, and listed in order: 
 

Attachment A - Documentation of Ownership 
Attachment B - Option Agreement or Equivalent 
Attachment C - Detailed Site Plan 
Attachment D - Utility Infrastructure Map 
Attachment E - Transportation Infrastructure Map 
Attachment F - Site Characterization Documentation 
Attachment G - Assessment Invoice or Estimate 
Attachment H - Existing Site Inventory List 
 
* In some cases, more than one document may be needed to for a particular attachment. 
For example, the site description documents may include an aerial image and a 
topographic map.  In this instance, please label the documents A-1, A-2, and so forth. 

 
Application Questions and Submittal:  Specific questions may be addressed as set forth below. 
Applications must be submitted electronically by close of business on September 1, 2016. 
 
Submit questions and applications to: 

John Loftus 
Sites and Building Manager 
Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
(804) 545-5786 jloftus@yesvirginia.org 
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Part I –  Summary 
 
Applicant: 

 
Provide the name of applicant. If this is a joint application, name all participating entities 
and describe the level of participation by each.  Provide the applicable federal taxpayer 
identification number. 
 

The Economic Development Authority of Appomattox County – 59‐7632751 

 

Primary Contact: 
 
Provide the name of the primary contact for purposes of application and administration of 
the Site Characterization Grant and all relevant contact information, including physical 
and email addresses and contact numbers. 
 

Susan Adams 
Administrator 
Appomattox County 
P.O. Box 863 
153‐A Morton Lane 
Appomattox, VA 24522 
Office (434) 352‐2637 
Fax (434) 352‐4214 
Susan.Adams @AppomattoxCountyVA.gov 

 

Site Identification: 
 
Identify the name, address, and location of the site, including the locality in which it is 
located.  The site must be listed in VirginiaScan. 
 

Lot 13 (See Attachment A‐2 & A‐3) in the Appomattox Center for Business and 

Commerce located along Industrial Park Lane in Appomattox, VA. 

VirginiaScan Property ID #233584 – Link: 

http://virginiascan.yesvirginia.org/propertySearch/PropertyDetails.aspx?propertyID=23

3584. 
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Site Ownership: 
 
Provide the name of the property owner.  Indicate whether property is public, 
public/private or privately owned. 
 

The Economic Development Authority of Appomattox County is the owner of this public 

property (formerly the Industrial Development Authority of Appomattox County).  See 

Attachment A‐1. 

 

Site Assessment Firm: 
 
Provide the name of the Site Development Professional that will assess the site. 
 

Draper Aden Associates 

 

Site Characterization Tier Level: 
 
To be eligible for a Site Characterization Grant, a Site Characterization must be made 
after July 1, 2016.  If the site has already been assessed, please provide the applicable 
Site Characterization Tier Level.  If the site has not yet been assessed, indicate the 
anticipated Site Characterization Tier Level. 
 

Tier 2.5. 

 

Site Assessment Cost and Grant Request 
 
Provide the invoice or the estimated cost of the site assessment.  Indicate the amount of 
the VBRSP Site Characterization Grant requested. 
 

Refer to attached proposal (Attachment G) dated August 30, 2016 in the amount, not to 

exceed $8,900. 
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Part II –  Site Description (50 pts) 
 
1. Clearly identify the site and provide documentation of ownership. (Attachment A)  If 
privately owned, indicate whether there is an option agreement or some other documentation 
between the applicant and the private owner(s) of a commitment by the private owner(s) to a 
competitive sale price, to permit access for site assessment, construction, and marketing, and to 
market the property for industrial and/or commercial economic development purposes. 
(Attachment B) 
 

The Appomattox Center for Business and Commerce (ACBC) is owned by the Economic 

Development Authority of Appomattox County; refer to Attachment A‐1. 

 

2. Provide a physical description of the site. Describe how the site meets or will be able to 
meet the requirements for a site to be marketed for industrial and/or commercial economic 
development purposes.  Include any detailed site plan.  (Attachment C) 
 

The Appomattox Center for Business and Commerce (ACBC) is an existing Industrial Park 

consisting of 485 acres within one contiguous physical parcel bordering Route 613 to the 

west and Route 26 to the east, with a right‐of‐way to Route 460 to the south. The main 

entrance, located on Route 26, is a half‐mile north of Route 460 and the Town of 

Appomattox.  Refer to Attachment C‐1 and Attachment C‐2 – Master Plan for 

Appomattox Center for Business and Commerce. 

The proposed site is located in the ACBC comprising lot 13, 118.5 acres, adjoined by lot 

15, 37.6 acres and an about 8‐acre portion of lot 14 for a total of approximately 164 

acres as detailed in Attachment C‐1, the ACBC Master Plan Exhibit 2.  The site is bisected 

by a Williams / TRANSCO natural gas pipeline easement.   Care was taken to avoid 

conflicts with the gas lines but waterlines, sewers, and roads will have to cross the 

TRANSCO easement. Also see Attachment A‐2, Attachment A‐3, and Attachment A‐4. 

  

3. Provide a summary and the basic findings of all planning, engineering and construction 
studies that have been performed at the site.  Indicate costs incurred with this work. Copies of 
studies or invoices may be requested.  Describe any studies that are planned for the site. 
 

1. In 1998 after purchase of the ACBC property, Hurt & Proffitt Conducted an 

environmental review of the park.  See Attachment J‐1.  Cost is unknown. 

2. In 2004 Wiley & Wilson completed the Master Plan for the Appomattox Center for 

Business and Commerce.  See Attachment C‐1.  Cost was about $39,000.00. 

3. In 2007 Central Virginia Electric Cooperative completed a proposal to provide dual 

feed electric service (redundant power) to the ACBC.  See Attachment D‐2.  Cost is 

unknown. 
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4. (a) Provide the current zoning of the property.  Describe any changes in zoning that may 
be required or planned for the site. 
 

The proposed site is zoned Planned Industrial District.  No zoning changes are required. 

 

 (b) Describe how the locality’s comprehensive plan matches the vision for the site. 
 

The County’s comprehensive plan supports the industrial vision for this site. See 

Attachment K. 

 

5. (a) Describe existing utility infrastructure serving the property.  Provide details on 
location, capacities, and line sizes.  Include map(s) that shows the utility infrastructure in relation 
to the property. (Attachment D)  If the property is not currently served by a particular utility 
infrastructure, describe the nearest infrastructure.  Describe any utility infrastructure 
improvements planned for the site. 
 

Please refer to Attachment D‐1.  A portion of Phase 1 has been completed for water and 

sewer.  Electric has been constructed in most of Phase 1 and Phase 2; refer to 

Attachment D‐3.  There is an existing fiber node for Mid‐Atlantic Broadband located at 

the ACBC.  Infrastructure will be constructed on a case‐by‐case basis; refer to 

Attachment D‐4.  The Town of Appomattox supplies and maintains water and sewer 

service and infrastructure to the park, of which a portion of Phase 1 is being upgraded; 

refer to Attachment D‐5. 

The Williams/TRANSCO natural gas pipeline bisects the ACBC.  As of now, there is no 

connection to the pipeline.  Depending on the potential industry, a connection and 

associated infrastructure could be made either by Williams/TRANSCO or Columbia Gas.  

Care was taken to avoid conflicts with the gas lines but waterlines, sewers, and roads 

will have to cross the easement. 

 

 (b) Describe existing transportation infrastructure serving the site (roads, rail and airport). 
Include map(s) that provides the location of the transportation infrastructure in relation to the 
property.  (Attachment E).  Describe any transportation improvements planned for the site. 
 

The nearest interstate, Interstate 81, is located approximately 70 miles to the 

northwest.  Interstate 64, located to the north, is approximately 85 miles away and 

Interstate 85 is located approximately 95 miles to the southeast.  The nearest 

commercial airport, Lynchburg Regional Airport, is located 23 miles to the west. US 

Route 460 is a four‐lane highway in the vicinity and is located within one mile of the site 

providing a connection to I‐81 and I‐64 via US 29.  Refer to Attachment E. 
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Part III – Site Assessment Scope and Budget (10 pts) 
 
Site Assessment Scope (5 pts) 
1. Describe the complete nature of work performed (after July 1, 2016) or work to be 
performed to assess the site and to designate a Site Characterization Tier Level. 
 

Draper Aden Associates reviewed existing information as provided by Appomattox 

County for assessment and designation of a Tier Level. 

 

2. To be eligible for a Site Characterization Grant, a Site Characterization must be made 
after July 1, 2016.  If the site was assessed prior to application, attach documentation from the 
Site Development Professional providing the applicable Site Characterization Tier Level.  If the 
site has not been assessed, indicate the anticipated Tier Level.  (Attachment F) 
 

The recommended tier level is 2.5.  Refer to Attachment F for a letter from the 

professional engineering providing the site characterization level. 

 

Budget (5 pts) 
 
3. Detail the cost of the site assessment.  Include an invoice for, or an estimate of, the cost. 
(Attachment G) 
 

Refer to attached proposal Attachment G. 

 

4. Identify each source of the funds, including a Site Characterization Grant, to pay for the 
cost of the Site Characterization.  Indicate the amount provided by each source as a share of the 
total cost. 
 

Appomattox County and the Appomattox County Economic Development Authority will 

provide the funds to match the Site Characterization Grant in the amount of up to 

$5,000.00 
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Part IV – Site Justification (40 pts) 
 
Marketability (25 pts) 
 
1. Detail the local/regional economic development strategic plan(s) and how the site would 
be consistent with such plan(s). 
 

Logistics (Transporting, Warehousing, Distribution) and Data Centers are the top two 

targeted industries along with Metals and Plastics.  A majority of our marketing efforts 

over the past decade have been focused on Lot 13 for potential Logistics and Data 

Centers.  Besides local research, we work with the Lynchburg Regional Business Alliance 

(Virginia’s Region 2000) in shared marketing efforts for regional Targeted Industries. 

 

2. Describe how the site would be successful in attracting local/regional targeted industrial 
and/or commercial economic development projects. Describe how these targets were identified 
related to marketing strategies. 
 

Besides what is stated above in #1, we expect that with the reorganization of economic 

development efforts at the state level, this site will get equal opportunities to be 

presented to VEDP‐generated prospects or know that this site was considered by such 

prospects. 

 

3. Describe any unique assets on or near the site. 
 

Mid Atlantic Broadband, the main north/south Williams/TRANSCO natural gas pipeline 

and the Virginia State Police Division Headquarters located nearby. 

 

4. Describe the workforce, associated training and recruiting programs, and infrastructure 
that will support this site. 
 

The EDA of Appomattox County is working with Workforce Development Board, Central 

Virginia Community College (CVCC), the Small Business Development Center at CVCC 

(SBDC@CVCC), and the Virginia Jobs Investment Program to create customized training 

programs for each employer.  Training locations can vary, including the Appomattox 

Campus of CVCC. 

 

5. Describe the commitment to marketing the site to prospects that would meet the 
economic vision of the locality/region. 

We have a strong EDA and Board of Supervisors, both with a commitment to providing 

good paying jobs to citizens and growing the economy and tax base. 
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Economic Impact (5 pts) 
 

Describe how the development of this site for industrial and/or commercial economic 
development purposes would positively impact the locality/region. 
 

Between the late 1990s and 2011, Appomattox County has had its two largest 

employers close ‐ Courtland Manufacturing and Thomasville Furniture.  This led to a loss 

of approximately 2,700 jobs, decreasing the number of job opportunities to county 

citizens and causing the tax base to decrease.  According to the Virginia Employment 

Commission, as of the 4th quarter of 2015, the largest employer is listed as Appomattox 

County Schools, followed by Walmart and Appomattox County. 

 

Development of this site would provide Appomattox County an opportunity to attract 

new industry thus providing jobs and new tax revenue. 

 

Existing Sites (5 pts) 
 
1. Provide a list of all existing local/regional sites that could be competitive with the site. 
(Attachment H) 
 

Please refer to Attachment H ‐ Other Existing Sites. 

 

2. Discuss the need for the site to meet targeted industrial and/or commercial needs. 
Describe the existing local/regional site deficiencies. 
 

Needs include the continued addition and upgrade to utility infrastructure (water, 

sewer, fiber and electric); access to the Williams/TRANSCO natural gas pipeline; and a 

prominent entrance from U.S. Route 460, the main highway through Appomattox 

 

Additional Considerations (5 pts) 
 

Describe any other factors that would make this site attractive for industrial and/or 
commercial economic development purposes. 
 

A virtual building has been pre‐engineered for the Lot 13 site in the Appomattox Center 

for Business and Commerce.  See Attachment I. 
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Attachments 
 

Attachment A‐1 ACBC Deed 

Attachment A‐2 ACBC Master Plan Map 

Attachment A‐3 ACBC Aerial 

Attachment A‐4 ACBC Site 

Attachment C‐1 ACBC Master Plan Combined 

Attachment C‐2 ACBC Master Plan PowerPoint 

Attachment D‐1 ACBC Utilities 

Attachment D‐2 ACBC CVEC Power 

Attachment D‐3 ACBC CVEC 

Attachment D‐4 ACBC MBC 

Attachment D‐5 ACBC Town Water‐Sewer 

Attachment E Transportation 

Attachment F ‐ Appomattox ‐ CAH 

Attachment G PRL ‐ 16 0629 ‐ Appomattox Co ‐ VEDP Site Program ‐ CAH ‐ SIGNED 

Attachment H Other Existing Sites 

Attachment I ACBC VB DATA 

Attachment J‐1 ACBC Environmental 

Attachment K Future Land Use Map 


